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Question 1.

What is it that draws Derry towards Mr Lamb in spite of himself?

Answer:

Derry met Mr Lamb by chance. As he walked into Mr Lamb’s garden, his apprehensions
were put to rest by the sensitive counselling he received. Derry, as a young boy with a
burnt face, was subjected to alienation and pity.People felt that his face was “a terrible
thing” and shunned him. Mr Lamb taught him how beauty was relative and individuality
of each creation was to be treasured. He taught Derry to view things differently and
taught him to embrace his flaw. He told Derry’ of a man who was afraid of everything
and who shut himself up in a room, till a picture fell off the wall onto his head and killed
him.

He told him not to hide behind his deformity. He gave Derry the conviction to achieve
what he wanted out of life. Derry learnt to let go of his hatred that was eating him up
from inside. When Derry defended Mr Lamb to his mother, he seemed to be
overwhelmed and inspired by Mr Lamb’s ideas. He found in Mr Lamb someone who
looked beyond his deformity and did not pity or fear him. Mr Lamb attracted Derry
because he taught him the valuable lesson of not indulging in self-pity and of looking at
the brighter side of things. He taught Derry, by his own example, to be unafraid and to
face the world.

Question 2.

In which section of the play does Mr Lamb display signs of loneliness and
disappointment? What are the ways in which Mr Lamb tries to overcome these feelings?
Answer:

Mr Lamb comes across as a lonely, but cheerful figure who wards off his loneliness by
finding diversion in nature around him. He appears to be caught up in his own world—
his garden. His leg was blown off years back and the kids called him “Lamey-Lamb” but
he had learnt not to let that bother him. He lived alone in his house and spent his time
watching, listening, and thinking. When Mr Lamb told Derry that he had lot of friends,
Derry suspected him of lying and declared that he would probably die alone,
unattended. Mr Lamb found solace in his bees and crab apples. When Derry talked of
going back home, he wistfully remarked, “Once you get home, you’d never let yourself
come back.”

He made an effort to befriend people, leaving the door open, and the window curtain-
less. Mr Lamb tried to overcome his loneliness and did not seem overwhelmed by the
same. He sat in the garden and listened to his bees singing and sat in the sun and read
books. Unlike Derry, he complained little about being isolated, he found company in
nature around him, content to marvel at their beauty, and the occasional visitors.



Question 3.

The actual pain or the inconvenience caused by a physical impairment is often less than
the sense of alienation felt by the person with a disability. What is the kind of behaviour
that the person expects from others?

Answer:

The right word for ‘physical impairment’ is ‘differently-abled’—a word framed to view
people in a more sensitive manner. But, it is cruel that over 90 million physically-
challenged children worldwide, of whom 36 million are in India,are being systemically
excluded from mainstream education. Many of them are stereotyped frequently and also
face alienation even within their own families.

They deserve to be understood and accepted as productive and effective citizens.
Issues of physical accessibility are just the tip of the iceberg. Instead of questioning the
need for civil rights for people with disabilities, we must question a society in which
these rights are not the norm. The most important thing we can do is value the voice of
the people with disabilities. History is fraught with well-meaning individuals who truly
desired to assist people with disabilities, but in their haste to help, they neglected to
empower these people to be their own advocates. We must allow people with
disabilities to become the subjects rather than the objects of their own history.

Each of us must continually question our own presumptions and attitudes. We must be
willing to give people with disabilities their rightful place at the conversation table and be
willing to listen to their truth. Ostracising or offering them pity pushes them back to
darkness. We should strive to bring them to light.

Question 4.

Will Derry get back to his seclusion or will Mr Lamb’s brief association effect a change in
the kind of life he will lead in future?

Answer:

When Derry met Mr Lamb, he suffered from a deep-rooted complex and felt he had “the
ugliest face”. Subjected to insensitive remarks and alienated from the natural course of
life, he came to view himself as a hideous monster to be kept away from human
company. Mr Lamb, in his sensitive dealings, almost healed Derry. He liberated him
from his misery.

Mr Lamb exposed him to a new world where one’s physical attributes did not matter. He
respected each creation’s individuality. He taught Derry beauty was relative, and
inspired him to achieve what he wished for, in spite of his disability. The brief meeting
left an indelible imprint on Derry’s young mind. For the first time Derry felt comfortable
with himself.

He told his mother that he did not care what he looked like. He had learnt to accept
himself. Though Derry returned to find Mr Lamb dead, he was unlikely to retreat into his
cocoon of isolation. This encounter between them seemed to have a purpose of passing



on Mr Lamb’s wisdom and sensitivity to Derry’s young understanding. He would most
certainly carry on with Mr Lamb’s advice and inspiration.
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